
express-board
...a true story with Play 1.x and throughout

@nmartignole



Speaker

• I’m not Guillaume Bort

• Nicolas Martignole («one of Ze Nicolas’s»)

• Freelancer

• I Live in a country where we’re all 
named «Nicolas» (including our small president)

• Blogger

• Co-founder of Devoxx France



Maman, I’m here



Apology

• Ik spreek geen Nederlands

• Ik hou van bier

• Ik spreek Nederlands na het zien 
van bier.

• Ik spreek Nederlands als ik drink een 
biertje.



Outline

• How it started?

• Why Play! Framework?

• What is exactly the express-board?

• What did I learn?

• Play 1.x and Scala 0.9.1 on my current 
project



My Background



A Web Developer



My Background

• Beginning of 2010, Grails

• Feed-up with Java, JSP, JSF and stuff like 
that

• Discovered Play! at Devoxx 2009

• Kudos to ‘the Real Nicolas’ Leroux



opening crawl

• a long time ago, in a galaxy far, far away...



My first Hello World
(with Play! of course)

• OMG it works

• Where’s the XML configuration ?

• There’s a trick

• Fall in love with Java+Web again



My first Hello World

• Completly fall in love with Java+Web 
again, thanks to Play!



express-board.fr



It’s a good idea to go to a place 
where you can find Geeks



express-board

• A Job Board for developers who don’t 
want to be managers at 30

• Like a «Dating» web site to connect 
recruiters/companies and candidates

• Serious and now a real service



express-board

• Play 1.1

• Hosted on PlayApps

• 20 controllers, 26 models, 612 HTML

• 70 human/days (+ 2 sleepless nights 
slapeloze nacht)

• One developer



The Good, 
the Bad and 
the Ugly



The Good

• Very productive

• Simple, humble, just works

• Do the Job and do it right

• Easy to learn/to teach

• Good support in IDEA IntelliJ 11



The Bad

• No Type-safety between controllers and 
Views

• PlayApps and modules (pdf+openID: does not work)

• Testing



The Ugly

• Not enough tests in my code

• Paypal integration with WS



Golden Nuggets



Demo 1
Animation with CSS/HTML

RSS Feed
Tag

Twitter/AddThis



HTML 
CSS

(no Flash)





Demo 2
Open-ID



Simple sign-on





Play! Framework is a 
Web Framework



Open-ID



Demo #3



How to attract people 
on my website?



Any idea ?



Let’s write a Quiz



(démo quiz)



A quick overview of 
Play 1.x + Scala 0.9



July 2011
started a new project 

for a customer
So, you want me to 
write a Play! website 
AND make some 
money? 



CMesDonnées.com
A Secure place to store ID Document, Proof of Address 

and Bank document









Play 1.x and Scala



How can one tell that you are 
programming with Scala ?



...because of the CPU Fan 



...Play 2



Let’s do it right now

• Create a page to list all JobPost



https://gist.github.com/1717756

package controllers;

import models.JobPost;

import play.mvc.Controller;

import java.util.List;

public class DemoPlayground extends Controller {

    public static void index(){
        List<JobPost> jobs=JobPost.find15Latest();
        render(jobs);
    }
}

Play 1.x java code

https://gist.github.com/1717756
https://gist.github.com/1717756

